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Abstract : The character of cooperation is known as Gotong Royong which is the culture of 

the Indonesian nation, so it needs to be maintained and developed so that it remains a person 

who has a cooperative character. The purpose of this study was to measure the level of 

cooperative character of elementary school students in Singkawang City. The research method 

used was a quantitative survey in the form of a survey, conducted on elementary school 

students with a sample 322 of upper class students  in stratified way sampling. The results of 

the research on the cooperative character profile of elementary school (SD) students can be 

concluded to be in the medium category, meaning that students have good motive aspects. 

That is, each individual who interacts has certain motives and goals. Having a good emotional 

aspect, that is, each individual is driven by the same feelings in social interactions. Having a 

good interaction aspect, namely being able to relate to other individuals. Having leadership 

aspects, namely being able to lead groups. Has an external aspect, namely the interaction and 

sentiment from outside influences (external system). Has an internal aspect of the system, 

namely creating a common awareness and action that gives rise to an internal system. There 

are forty-seven other students in the high category, which have excellent cooperative 

characters, namely having stable motives and goals, being able to manage emotions well in 

interactions, being able to build interactions with other friends, having the ability to lead 

groups well. , able to influence the parks well, have awareness and act of cooperation very 

well. There are eighteen students in the low category, which means they have a fairly good 

cooperative character in the motive aspect, emotional aspect, interaction aspect, leadership 

aspect, external aspect, and internal aspect. The research results are useful as initial data 

profile for developing children's cooperative abilities from the age of the elementary school. 

Keywords : character, cooperation, elementary school 

 

 
JOMSIGN: Journal of Multicultural Studies in Guidance and Counseling 
Website: http://ejournal.upi.edu/index.php/JOMSIGN  
 
Permalink: http://ejournal.upi.edu/index.php/JOMSIGN/article/view/ 6314 
How to cite (APA): Istirahayu, I. (2023). Elementary School Student Cooperation Character Profile in Singkawang City. 
JOMSIGN: Journal of Multicultural Studies in Guidance and Counseling, 7(1), Page 107-117. 
 

This is an open-access article distributed under the terms of the Creative Commons Attribution 
4.0 International License , which permits unrestricted use, distribution, and reproduction in any 
medium, provided the original work is properly cited. 

 

  

INTRODUCTION 

The character of cooperation is one of the cultural characteristics of the 

Indonesian people which is a sub-value of gotong royong. Maisaro, A & 
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Arifin, I. (2018) mention the sub-values of gotong royong, among others, 

namely respect, solidarity, commitment to joint decisions, deliberation to 

reach consensus, help, and cooperation. The sub-value of cooperation is 

strengthening character education. (Silfia, 2018; Komara, 2018; and Widodo, 

2019). 

The cooperative character it self is found in various traditional 

Indonesian games, such as gobak sodor and Ular Naga (Adi, BS, & 

Muthmainah, M. 2020). In Gorontalo's traditional games, namely the Awuta, 

Ponti and Kainje games, the value of cooperation can grow (Husain, RI, & 

Walangadi, H. 2021). 

Maghfiroh, Y. (2020) explained that traditional games have a role to 

grow the character of children aged 4-6 years. Another study, Nur, H. (2013) 

said that building children's character with traditional children's games can 

shape children's character. Similarly, research by Aqobah, QJ, Ali, M., 

Decheline, G., & Raharja, AT (2020) stated that instilling cooperative 

behavior in early childhood can be done with traditional games. Furthermore, 

Trismahwati, D., & Sari, NI (2020), identified early childhood cooperation 

skills through traditional games. Rachmadyanti, P (2017). explained that 

strengthening cooperative character education could be through local wisdom, 

and strengthening cooperative character education could also be through 

traditional sports (Fadli, Z. 2014). 

Early childhood social development begins or appears in the expansion 

of their social environment. Children from an early age have begun to distance 

themselves from their families and begin to be close and interact with people 

outside of their family members. Children usually also have started to 

participate and try to be involved as a member of the group. At first, children 

do not understand the behavior that must be shown in order to be accepted in 

the group, so that it appears that they have imitated the behavior of children 

who are well known and influential in their group. The groups that are formed 

usually do not have rules, so that the children's group is a free group without 

any arrangement and rules (Monks, et al. 1998). 

Hurlock stated that cooperation is a form of behavior in the social 

sphere in early childhood. Preschool age children have begun to show social 

behaviors that lead to cooperative activities. This can be seen from the way 

children interact and the development of the stages of play towards 

cooperative play. Preschool age children seem to start communicating with 
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each other, choosing friends to play with and reducing fights. (Nugraha, Ali., 

et al. 2004) 

In general, the ability to cooperate has benefits, namely the activities 

carried out are completed more quickly and can increase the percentage of 

success. The ability to cooperate can be assessed as very important at the level 

of early childhood education. According to Asma Nur (2006), for early 

childhood this collaboration ability can develop a sense of togetherness, train 

children to actively communicate in groups. 

Piaget also stated that children who work together will trigger socio-

cognitive conflicts, so that it will disrupt cognitive balance, and in the process 

will affect their ability to understand, interpret, and develop their thinking. 

During collaboration, children will indirectly be actively involved in 

discussions that lead to conflicts, thus enabling children's cognitive abilities to 

develop better when in cooperative situations. (Johnson, David W et al. 2010). 

Cooperation is defined as a common human effort that simultaneously 

affects various kinds of instructional outputs . The intended outputs include the 

level of reasoning, retention, motivation, interpersonal attractiveness, 

friendship, prejudice, respect for differences, social support, a sense of self-

worth, and social competence. (Johnson, et al. 2010). Cooperation also 

contains elements of collaborative and social skills, the responsibility of each 

individual, and the need for each other to achieve common goals. Cooperation 

is essentially a sense of dependence and need for each individual who 

cooperates. Cooperation can be established if there is communication in it. 

(Asma, Nur. 2006) 

Cooperation is needed in various life for example in school or 

community. In general, children will play more individually, but in the process 

gradually children will be able to work together in it. Husdarta (2011) states 

that cooperation is a basic behavior that requires each other to achieve 

common interests and common goals. Therefore, cooperation must be initiated 

and trained early in family life and kinship groups (Inkadatu, et al. 2020). 

Thus, the character of cooperation should indeed be instilled from an 

early age. Cooperation is very important for children, because children can 

interact and help each other to achieve their goals. One of the tools that can be 

used is traditional games. According to research by Maryanti, traditional 

games that are team or single can train children to have a high social sense so 
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that the child's selfish nature can be avoided at least (Ardian, Restu., Lia 

Mareza, Pratik Hari Yuwono. 2020). 

The ability to cooperate really needs to be developed in children from 

an early age, because basically collaborating with other people will be needed 

for the future. The importance of cooperation for children is to be able to train 

children's sensitivity, train children's communication skills, and train children 

to be responsible for the problems they face later. This research proves that 

various aspects of children's cooperation ability indicators are facilitated 

through traditional games. (Trismahwati, D., & Sari, NI 2020). 

 

METHOD 

Respondents  

The respondents in this study were elementary school students in Singkawang 

City as many as 322 students from elementary schools in Singkwang City. 

Respondents were taken in a stratified way sampling . Stratified sampling was 

conducted on high-class students, namely students in class IV, class V, and 

class VI Elementary School. 

Table 1 

Respondents 

No Class Student Amount 

Man Woman 

1 IV 60 46 106 

2 V 54 44 98 

3 VI 57 61 118 

TOTAL 322 Students 

Instruments 

The instrument used is in the form of a cooperation questionnaire 

which is arranged based on the aspects of cooperation. The questionnaire is in 

the form of a Guttman scale with a choice of "yes" or "no" answers. The 

answer choices are "yes" or "no" to get consistent data about the cooperation 

profile of elementary school students who are categorized as "high" or "low", 

as explained by Herlina U (2017), and Lesmana , O (2020) that to get answers 

In a clear, firm and consistent manner, two answer choices are used, namely 

"yes" and "no" in table 2. 

Procedure 

The procedure in the research begins with finding a grand theory related to the 

concept of cooperation, compiling an instrument grid from the aspects of 
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cooperation, conducting validity and instrument reliability tests, collecting 

data and processing research data, conducting descriptive analysis, and 

drawing conclusions from research results. 

Table 2. Item Score 

Alternative Answer 
Item Score 

Positive Negative 

Yes                                                        1                    0 

                Not                                                        0                    1 

 

Data analysis 

This study uses descriptive statistical analysis. The results of the study were 

analyzed using the average formula to determine the score of each respondent 

and calculate the standard deviation. Then provide coding for categorizing the 

level of cooperation of respondents. Furthermore, the results of the existing 

categorization are analyzed and described in accordance with the aspects of 

cooperation contained in the categories, namely aspects of motive , emotional, 

interaction, leadership, external and internal systems (CG Homans, 1974) .                  

 

FINDINGS AND DISCUSSIONS 

Findings 

1. Profile of the Cooperation Character of Elementary School Students in 

Singkawang City 

Research data from the results of the distribution of character profile 

questionnaires of elementary school students in Singkawang City, obtained 

data as much as 14.6% in the high category, while in the medium category as 

much as 79.8%, then for the data in the low category as much as 5.6%. The 

general picture is shown in the form of a bar chart in Figure 1. Cooperation 

Character Profile below. 

In Figure 1, it is explained that in general the level of cooperative 

character of students is in the medium category. As many as 257 students. 

That is, students have a good motive aspect, that is, each individual who 

interacts has certain motives and goals . Having a good emotional aspect, that 

is, each individual is driven by the same feelings in social interactions. Having 

a good interaction aspect, namely being able to relate to other individuals. 

Having a leadership aspect, namely being able to lead a group. Has an external 
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aspect, namely the interaction and sentiment from outside influences ( external 

system ). Having an internal aspect of the system, namely creating a common 

awareness and action that gives rise to an internal system . 

 

Fiture 1.  Elementary School Student Cooperation Character Profile in Sngkawang City 

Students in the high category, meaning that as many as 47 people have 

excellent cooperative characters, namely having stable motives and goals, 

being able to manage emotions well in interacting, being able to build 

interactions with other friends, having the ability to lead groups well, being 

able to influence friends - Park well, have very good awareness and 

cooperation deeds. 

Students in the low category, meaning that as many as 18 students, 

have a fairly good cooperative character in the aspect of motive, emotional 

aspect, interaction aspect, leadership aspect, external aspect, and internal 

aspect. 

2. Profile of the Cooperation Character of Elementary School Students in 

Singkawang City 

In Figure 2, a bar chart of the character profile of elementary school 

student collaboration in Singkawang City by class is shown in more detail. 

The profile of each class does not show a significant difference with the 

overall data profile. 

The results showed that in grade IV there were 10 students in the high 

category, 91 students in the medium category, and 5 students in the low 

category. In class V students showed that there were 18 students in the high 

category, 72 students in the medium category, and 8 students in the low 

category. then in class VI, students with a level of cooperation in the high 

category were 19 students, the medium category was 94 students, and the low 
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category was 5 students. This result is reinforced by Sumantri's argument 

(2014: 99), that children who are at a certain age (6-11) years are in 

elementary school childhood, and their personality traits will develop 

according to their stage of development. 

 

Figure 2.  Character Profile of Elementary School Students at Grade Class in 

Singkawang City 

 

Discussions  

Stages of development in middle childhood, children have the basic 

skills of counting, writing, and reading. The stages of development of 

elementary school children can be seen from several main aspects of a child's 

individual personality, namely 1) physical-motor aspects, 2) cognition, 3) 

socio-emotional, 4) language, and 5) religious morals. The character of 

cooperation is included in the child's developmental stage in the socio-

emotional aspect which can be seen from the increasing intensity of the child's 

relationship with his peers and the reduced intensity and relationship with the 

family. At this stage, children's relationships or interactions are better than 

before, thus children prefer to play and talk in their social environment. 

Therefore, peers have a strong influence on children's social relationships, 

because through peers children can learn and get information about the child's 

world outside the family (Murni, 2017). 

At the stage of middle childhood development, it is also seen that 

children's development will form a self-concept as a member of a social group 

in their social environment. The child's social relationship with the 

environment other than the family has a big influence on the development of 

children's self-confidence. Distrust in children will arise, if the child can not 
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do tasks like his friends. In learning activities, the teacher's role is very 

important in developing self-confidence and enthusiasm for work in children. 

(Khaulani, F., Neviyarni, S., & Irdapure, I. 2020). 

Havigusrt divides and explains the developmental phase into eight 

developmental tasks for children aged 6-12 years, one of which is making 

friends with peers at school. This friendly relationship will require children to 

have social interactions with their peers. Elementary school age children 

should be able to make friends with other people outside their family 

environment, especially peers as a form of social interaction. One obvious 

example is collaborating with other people or peers (Havighurst, RJ 1984). 

The attitude of cooperation serves as an effort to work on group 

assignments more quickly, for example, students interact to solve existing 

obstacles. In addition, collaboration can improve discipline, for example, 

students make a commitment to complete and submit assignments on time 

(Rahayu, D., Puspita, AMI, & Puspitaningsih, F. 2020). 

Research results Dewi, RS, & Sukirwan, S. (2021). Explaining that it 

appears in quantitative data that students are still weak in: Helping friends who 

need help (58.33%), together in doing assignments (51.85%). Sharing task 

equipment with others (35.19%), Inviting others in activities (30.56%), Saying 

thank you (55.56%), Concentrating earnestly (74.07%), Giving advice in 

group (49.07%), Feel happy to be part of the group (56.48%), Carry out 

activities designed by the leader (49.07%). Following the direction of the 

leadership (49.77%), Following suggestions to increase cooperation (43.52%), 

Able to invite others to work together (55.56), Able to direct others to work 

together (57.41%), so that the score is obtained the average student 

cooperation ability is 52.91%, which means that it is in the sufficient category. 

Piaget also stated that children who work together will bring up socio-

cognitive conflicts that create cognitive imbalances and will ultimately 

encourage the ability to grasp meaning and develop cognitive abilities. During 

this collaboration, children will indirectly interact where cognitive conflicts 

will be resolved so that children's cognitive development will grow better 

when in collaborative activities. (Johnson, David W et al. 2010). 

Cooperation is needed in various aspects of life, for example at school 

or in the social environment. Basically the child starts the game by himself, 

then gradually the child will be able to work together in groups. Husdarta 
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(2011) states strategic cooperation to carry out common interests and common 

goals. Therefore, cooperation should start early from the home environment 

(Inkadatu, et al. 2020). 

 

CONCLUSION AND RECOMMENDATION 

The results of the research on the collaboration character profile of elementary 

school students can be concluded that in general the average level of student 

cooperation character is in the medium category of 257. Students in the high 

category are 47 people, and students in the low category are 18 people. In 

more detail, see the class profile, in class IV: high category (10 students), 

medium category (91 students) and in the low category (5 students). In class V 

students showed that students were in the high category (18 students), medium 

category (72 students), and low category (8 students). then in class VI, 

students with a level of cooperation are in the high category (19 students), 

medium category (94 students,) and low category (5 students). 

The results of this research can be used as data in identifying the 

cooperative character profile of elementary school students, which can then be 

further investigated regarding the cooperative character profile of students at 

the junior high, high school, and university levels. In addition, identification of 

student collaboration character profiles can also be carried out on elements of 

subculture, community, or perspective. Furthermore, this data on the 

cooperative character of elementary school students can be used as issues and 

topics in the provision of guidance and counseling services in elementary 

schools, through the development of basic service programs in elementary 

schools. 
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